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CLAIMS 

1. A handle for a hand tool, comprising a .shaft 
member (3) having a longitudinal axis. (5) and a first 

5 end (3a) adapted for handling by a user and a aecond 
end (3b) adapted for coupling to a tool head (1) and 
3- pivot joint (4) coupled to the shaft member (3) and 
configured to reposition the tool head (1) r char- 
acterized in the pivot joint (4) including 

10 a first swivel surface (10) and a second swivel sur- 
face (10) that are substantially parallel and ori- 
ented in planes oblique- to the longitudinal axis (5) , 
the oblique planes having a normal axis (6) forming 
an angle (a) substantially within the range of 20 de- 

15 grees and 70 degrees with the longitudinal axis (5) > 
and a clamping member (19) configured to position the 
swivel surfaces (10) in a first position and a second 
position, so that the swivel surfaces (10) are sub- 
stantially restricted from relative movement in the 

2 0 first position and the swivel surfaces (10) are capa- 

ble of relative movement in the second position 
against the influence of a spring member (16) . 

2 . The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
wherein the tool head (1) is movable about the normal 

25 axis (6) . 

3 . The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
wherein the tool head (1) is poaitionable in a plu- 
rality of positions defined by the relative movement 
of the swivel surfaces (10) . 

3 0 4. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 

wherein the swivel surfaces (10) are substantially 
circular. 

5. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
wherein the swivel surfaces (10) comprise a series of 

35 coacting ridges (11) and valleys (12) • 

6. The handle for a hand tool of claim 5 
wherein the ridges (11) and valleys (12) are a series 
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of teeth having a substantially triangular ciross- 
section. 

7 . The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
wherein the spring member (16) is configured to bias. 

5 the swivel surfaces (10) into an abutting relation- 
ship. 

8. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
"wherein the clamping member (19) comprises a lever 
member (24) having an eccentric portion (23) - 

10 9. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 

wherein the angle (a) is substantially within the 
range of 3 0 degrees to 60 degrees. 

10. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 
wherein the angle (a) is substantially within the 

15 range of 40 degrees to 50 degrees. 

11. The handle for a hand tool of claim 1 

wherein the angle (a) is substantially 45 degrees. 
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